AS Government & Politics Scheme of Work - PJ and TW

	1
	What is Politics?
· what is politics?

· what is government?

· levels of government


	Units

1, 2, & 3
	1

week

	2
	Democracy and Participation
· types of democracy

· popular participation

· nature of citizenship


	Unit 1
	1

week

	3
	Role of Political Parties
· what are parties?

· functions of parties

· parties and democracy

· policies and values of major political parties


	Unit 1
	2

weeks

	4
	Elections and Democracy
· elections and democracy

· electoral systems in the UK


	Unit 1
	2

weeks

	5
	Elections and Reform
· analysis of the most recent general election

· electoral reform debate


	Unit 3
	1

week

	6
	Role of Pressure Groups
· what are pressure groups

· types of influence and power

· pressure groups and democracy


	Unit 1
	2

weeks

	7
	Nature of the Constitution
· nature of the UK constitution

· principles of the UK constitution

· constitutional implications of EU membership


	Unit 2
	2

weeks

	8
	Constitutional Reform
· adequacy of an uncodified constitution

· constitutional reform debate


	Units

2 & 3
	1

week

	9
	Role and Significance of Parliament
· parliamentary versus presidential systems

· functions of parliament

· power and adequacy of the House of Commons

· power and adequacy of the House of Lords


	Unit 2
	2

weeks

	10
	Parliamentary Reform
· freedom of information

· second chamber reform


	Unit 3
	1

week

	11
	Prime Minister and Cabinet
· role of cabinet

· role of prime minister

· prime minister-cabinet relationship


	Unit 2
	2

weeks

	12
	Ministers and Civil Servants
· role of civil servants

· minister-civil servant relationship


	Unit 2
	2

weeks

	13
	Judiciary
· role of the courts

· are judges political?

· civil liberties

· bill of rights


	Units

2 & 3
	2

weeks

	14
	Unity of the UK
· nature of devolution

· federalism

· centrifugal pressures

· implications of devolution


	Unit 3
	2

weeks

	15
	UK and the European Union
· developing relationship between UK and EU

· political and institutional implications of EU membership

· EU membership and sovereignty


	Unit 3
	2

weeks


